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- " "FOR THE HERRLD
. CARACAS — The Governmeuts
. of lodia and Venezoelz, which
met two . weeks ago in New
Delhi to streagthen bilateral
refations, shouwld use Kumar
Rao as & case study. He 2nd his
wife,. vatives of Bangalere,
India, “amived ia Caracas.
Venezuela in 1982. Employed
by Tata Consuiting Sesvices
(TCS), India’s first muitina-
ticaal infoermatioval technology
-company, k= worked o5 onz of
its first proects in Latin Amer-
tca. weil before globalizaiion
was 3 buzzword. -
.. Today, 22 years later. this

former computer engtacer is a
Vice-President ot Bancorp. He
- atiributes a fzege part of his suc--
cess to Veaezucians, lzlling the
| Herald, “they accept you <om-
! pietely. Theze is no xenapho-
bia."”

Rac's “experizace will =
! likely Be an tsolated one. ]
i and Venezuela have good
‘ reason to expecs closer Hilateral
1
]

ties aller last wesk's successfut
; meelfngs.
Venezuclan Forcign Minister
' Jesus Perez headed a high-level
. defegation, including txo ofTi-
ctals fram the President’s Sec-
relaciat that speat three days in
; New Delhi. In the Forzign Min-
istey's fiest visit 1o [adiz ir
seven years, Perez met with ke
: counterpart, Indian Foreign
i Minister Shri K. Naiwar Singh,
l indian Petrolesm Ministas Mam:
| Shankar Aivar. as weil as the
'| Confedesatidn of Incian indus-
! tries  {(CII}, Indiz’s  ‘argest
| Chambzr of Commerce Pcrez
alzg mazt with danisier of Uirben
i De.elvpment and Poverty Alle-
viation Shoi Ghulam Waht Azad
Ambassadar o
: Yeuezuels, Deepale Bhoyaani
wWwig e Herald that the v

- menis

| Venezuela were each clected
mild-manaered, bespectacied,

- <

was -“extremely successful,
reaflirming the excelleat rela-
tions between the two coon-
tries.” He added that, “we have
tremendors mosmenium to move
forweed,” reiterating India's
staading invitation to Venezuve-
lan President Hugo Chavez,
who will (ixefy visit the sedcon-
tnent this year.

(a adddiar tc promoting
commetce, Bhoiwani said, “we
have the common eaim of
poveriy alleviation.” The vast
majorities ol Both countiics five
to poverty. The current govern-
of both ladiz and

mostly by is citizens who live
oa the margins, those left out of
the globeiization freazy.

Commecce 1aiks though fig-
ured prortinenlly in New Deldi.
[adia’s exporis :0 Venezvela
dropped to $26 million in 2003
from S49 millien in 2001
[1dia’s ron-petiol imports from
Yenczuela in 200 remained
cigse 10 the $4 mrillion figure
rzcorded in 2001, ALY ffzutes
come from the Verczueian Sta-
tistics [nstitvic. The lsck of
growth in bilateral trade pre- _
<ictadly resulted from ihe potit-
iczl erisis hers. Now ihat
Prasident Chavez bas stzved ofT
the thrae-year effort te oust kim
from  ofTice. both countrics
anticipate facreased commerce.,

A heghlight of Peeez’s visii
was Venezuwela's ofer o Inéia
nf five of fieids. three for dis-
covzry, 2nd two for exgiaration,
The ONGC “idesh Lid, ‘he
oversces arm of the Gt and
Natnral Gas Cerporation
{ONGC), an indian siate caqt-
pany. will send represeateiives
10 Verezucla later this month to
sv3iusie the Jwius and make 3
final decision an
mant

he invest-

-India strengthen trade ties

Minister Alyar will aiso
attead and speak at this mounth’s
OPEC meeting in Viemna as
well as the summit at the ead of
Sepicmber of Energy Ministers
of tae G-15, the allizace of
devcloping countries, ix Mar- -
garits Island, Venzzuela. )

Tadia, along with China. is
quickly becoming one of the
world's largest cnergy cow-
sumers., Though. as recenily as
1991, during the first Persian
Gulf War, india only imported
30 percem: of s crude oil,
1oday it imports approximatety
70 percent, two-thirds of which
come from the Middle Eest
India is vuloerable to both polit-
ical instability and rising oil
prices. The Reserve Bank of
ladiz estimates that every S.[
increase ia a barrel of crude aif

. adds $500 million to India’s oit
* tmpert bill.

In addition, accerdiag to (he
Hindu newspaper, cil and indus-

try experis aanounced in July a—

a Cii meeting that at current
sceduction  rates. Jndia  will
sxhaust its owa crude it
resecves in less than 20 yzars
and its natural gas supply in 28
yeass. .

[rdiz nezds to divessify its
energy scrrees. kn April 2009,
PDVSA, Veneruefa's sigte-run
0ii company shipped <lose to &
millior barreis of crude oif e
{rdiz’s Relizace Peirolcu
Limijed, Venezoela's first com-
signment of crude vil to indfa =
over 20 y=ars. By the close of
2000, more than 7 million bar-
rels of crude oil had beoen
shipped to Relizace. owner of
[ndra’s faspest refinery.

tn I004. PDYSA alco signe:?
aq agreement with Oil india Lid

v mwmls -

e I
COCRPSTT

w (e
indian northeastern proviace of

Wijacrhkan

cmada o
el utteteligviN

These oil accords represent
more.than commetce for both
Countries. A train priority of

zgsideat Chavez has been to
use iis oil to strengthen the G-
5. Through Potrosur and recent
gccerds with Calombiz, Chavez
hopss  Latin  Amesicz  can
become a main energy supplier
‘o india.

Pharmaceuticais are iikeiy
the szcond largest area of trade
betwesn the twa coustries. In
June. {ndian phzrmacevtical
trmpanics provided six generic
retroviral drugs to 12,000
Venezucltn AIDS patients f{or
free. Several Indign compaaies
such as Ranbaxy and Dr
Reddy"s Laboratocies aiready
have representatives in
Venczuela. Neither the
Venezuelan Foreige Minisiry
nor tie [ndizn Embassy how-
ever indicaled thzt any pharma-
ceutical accerds were reached
1237 week.
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UC Podria Establecer Convenios
Culturales y Académicos con India

1 embajador de la India en Venezuela,

Deepak Bhojwani, propuso al Rector

de la UC, Ricardo Maldonado, la
posibilidad de crear convenios de coope-
racion académica que faciliten la proyeccion
y el intercambio educativo con la cultura
hindd. .

La propuesta fue formulada durante la
primera visita oficial que dispensara el
diplomatico al estado Carabobo y a nuestra
casa de estudios, donde asisti6 acompafiado
por el profesor Premnath Bhaskaran, do-
cente de la Facultad de Ingenieria de la UC.

El Rector Maldonado recibié en su
Despacho al embajador Bhojwani, quien
propuso una idea de cooperacion a través de
la proyeccién de manifestaciones artisticas-
culturales, e incluso la creaciéon de un
Centro de Estudios Asiaticos que hasta aho-
ra, en nuestro pais, sélo funciona en la
Universidad de Los Andes (ULA).

"Mi visita a la UC corresponde a abrir
posibilidades para mejorar relaciones y
establecer intercambios con universidades
en la India y Valencia. En principio, esta
es una reunién para explicar las actividades
que llevamos a cabo aqui en Venezuela
con la ULA y dos universidades en Nueva
Delhi, nuestra capital; la intencién es
que, esta universidad (la UC) también
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El rector Ricardo Maldonado impuso el Boton del Escudo Universitario al embajador Deepak

Ana Verdnica Gomez

Bhojwani. Observa el profesor Premnath Bhaskaran. (Foto de Douglas Chirino)

se integre".
- Existen acuerdos establecidos con la
ULA que promueven actividades educati-
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vas, culturales, grupos de la india que rea-
lizan presentaciones en Venezuela, entre
otras actividades, intercambios que pudie-
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Embajador hindi formulé la propuesta al rector Maldonado

El embajador Deepak Bhojwani propuso

la cooperacion a través de la proyeccion

de manifestaciones artisticas y culturales,

e incluso la creacion de un Centro de Estudios
Asidticos, que hasta ahora en nuestro pais
solo funciona en la Universidad de los Andes

ran hacerse con la UC, como también la
publicacién de libros y seminarios.

Por su parte el Rector Maldonado ex-
plicod al Embajador Hindu las alianzas que
existen en la UC con universidades de
Espafia, Estados Unidos, Colombia y
Brasil, y expuso las bondades de la
Plataforma Tecnoldgica de la universidad y
el interés en la internacionalizacién de
nuestra casa de estudios. )

Manifesté que, a través del agregado
cultural de {a Embajada de la India, y las
direcciones de Relaciones Interinstitucio-
nales, Cultura y Medios y Publicaciones de
la UC, se puede dar comienzo a algunas ac-
tividades de intercambio. En este sentido
podrian venir a la UC profesores de la
India y se daria inicio a la organizacion de
actividades culturales.

El Rector Maldonado hizo entrega al
Embajador de un paquete con algunas de
las producciones editoriales y musicales de
la UC, y colocd al diplomaético el botdn del
Escudo Universitario.

Previo al encuentro con el Rector, el em-
bajador Bhojwani realiz6 una visita oficial
a las autoridades gubernamentales, "dada
Ia impresién por el nivel de productividad
industrial y académica que se observa en
esta entidad".



